
T he School of Engineering at the American 
University in Dubai (AUD) hosted recently 
the 2nd International Symposium on Ar-

chitectural Membranes (ISAM 2009), in collabo-
ration with Verseidag Indutex GmbH �t Germany, 
the worldwide manufacturer of quality textile 
architecture and tensile fabrics. The two-day sym-
posium included presentations from prominent 
international speakers and was attended by 
students and faculty members from the AUD 
community, alongside professionals and 
leaders from the tensile structures industry, 
and construction and engineering sectors in 
the region.  

The objectives of ISAM 2009 were to pro-
vide information on fundamental properties and 
present the state-of-the-art in textile roof design 
and optimization. The symposium featured some 
of the best-suited techniques to realize complex 
architectural designs using tensile structures and 
eco-friendly architectural fabrics.  

On the significance 
of such confer-
ences, Dr. Elias 
Saqan, Chair and 
Associate Professor 
of Civil Engineering 
at the AUD School 
of Engineering said, 
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portunity for our students to hear 
and learn from renowned authori-
ties on the subject of tensile struc-
tures and from the designers of 
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jects of architectural membranes. 
It is our goal to provide our stu-
dents with unique opportunities 
for professional development by 
having strong ties with the indus-
try as well as by exposing them to 
the latest advances in the field of 
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Students and professionals during practical sessions in 

Manufacturing Tensile Structure Models 

The event featured some 
of the best-suited tech-
niques to realize complex 
architectural designs using 
tensile structures 

Dubai, Oct 20th, 2009 

T he American University in 
Dubai (AUD) has an-
nounced establishing the 

Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering and the 
Department of Civil Engineering 
within the School of Engineering 
(SoE). The SoE has offered de-
grees in three programs since its 
inception: Civil Engineering, Elec-
trical Engineering, and Computer 
Engineering. Previously, each 
program operated under the di-
rect umbrella of the SoE. With the 
new changes, the Electrical Engi-
neering and Computer Engineer-
ing degree programs are now 
offered by the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineer-
ing. Similarly, the Civil Engineering degree pro-
gram is offered by the Department of Civil Engi-
neering. 

A Chair has been appointed to lead each 
department. Dr. Hamid Shafiee is the Chair of the 
Electrical and Computer Engineering Department. 
Dr. Elias Saqan is the Chair of the Civil Engineer-
ing Department. 

The change was a natural consequence of 
the growth witnessed in the SoE over the last few 
years. Like structures used in universities world-
wide, the Chairs act as important leaders of their 
departments, juggling tasks to keep things run-

ning smoothly. 
The Chairs 
responsibi l i -
ties include 
m o n i t o r i n g 
and finding 

ways to extend the department budget, schedul-
ing courses, balancing teaching loads across the 
department, and representing and promoting the 
overall department. 

 

About the Chairs 

Dr. Hamid Shafiee, who was recently ap-
pointed as Associate Editor of the IEEE Communi-
cation Letters, is the longest serving member of 
the AUD SoE. He earned a PhD in Electrical Engi-
neering from University of Minnesota and his 
research interests include Digital Communication, 
Wireless Networks, and Digital Storage Systems. 
He is an IBM corporation fellow, has several pat-
ents under his name and is a recipient of several 
a w a r d s  a n d  h o n o r s .  V i s i t  
http://engr.aud.edu/ece/people/h_shafiee.asp 
for more details. 

Dr. Elias Saqan joined the AUD SoE in Sep-
tember 2006. He earned his PhD in Civil Engineer-
ing from The University of Texas at Austin and his 
research interests include Structural Analysis and 
Design, Behavior of Structural Concrete, and 
Earthquake Engineering. While a research scholar 
at Purdue, Dr. Saqan received the prestigious 
Fulbright Scholarship. He continues to publish his 
research at prestigious journals. Visit 
http://engr.aud.edu/civil/people/e_saqan.asp for 
more details. 

Dubai, October 30th, 2009 
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AUD Hosts International Symposium on  
Architectural Membranes (ISAM) 2009  

First professional Symposium of its kind in the Middle East addresses Technical 
Properties of Tensile Structures and Echo-friendly Architecture Fabrics  

Dr. Hamid Shafiee 

Chair 
Department of Electrical and 

Computer Engineering  

Dr. Elias Saqan 

Chair 
Department of 

Civil Engineering  

From Programs to Departments:  
AUD School of Engineering Restructured  

Department of Civil Engineering 
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

The change was a natural 
consequence of the growth 
witnessed in the SoE over 
the last few years. 


